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WHO IS STARK SOIL & WATER?

• A political subdivision of the State of Ohio, Ohio Department 
of Agriculture, Division of Soil & Water Conservation.

• Each of Ohio’s 88 counties has a local office.

• Mission: We are dedicated to conserving natural resources 
by educating, guiding and assisting the citizens of Stark 
County



WHAT DOES STARK SOIL & WATER DO?

• Agriculture, Forestry, & Wildlife

• Assists farmers with erosion, manure storage and cover crop 
program

• Investigates agricultural pollution complaints

• Develops grazing management and wildlife plans

• Storm Water

• Reviews and approves Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan: 
plans outlining conservation/BMP for soil-disturbing activity ≥ one 
acre 

• Inspects active and post-construction sites

• Investigates potential illicit discharges



WHAT DOES STARK SOIL & WATER DO?

• Education

• Provides education 
on storm water and 
natural resource 
conservation

• Presents workshops

• Drainage

How Can I Learn 
More?

Visit our website for 
more details:

www.starkswcd.org



Drainage Definition – ORC 6117.01

• The flows from rainfall or otherwise produced by, or resulting from, 

the elements, storm water discharges and releases or migrations of 

waters from properties, accumulations, flows, and overflows of 

water, including accelerated flows and runoffs, flooding and threats 

of flooding of properties and structures, and other surface and 

subsurface drainage.



How Are Drainage 
Concerns Handled?
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WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR OFF-ROAD
DRAINAGE?

• Under Ohio law, maintenance and improvement rests 
entirely upon the landowners affected and/or benefitted

• County does not have any obligation

• Why?

1.Private Property

2.Liability category of property ownership



LEGALLY ESTABLISHED COUNTY DITCHES: 
WHO MAINTAINS & IMPROVES?

• August 23, 1957 – ORC 6137 (Ditch Maintenance Fund)

• If established BY PETITION prior to August 23, 1957 then possibly 
(ORC 6137.051)

• After August 23, 1957 without a petition then NO (1958 OAC 2511)



• 167 “dedicated” ditches indexed

• 97 recorded in the book

• Considered more as projects than 

county ditches 

• Is currently kept by the Stark 

County Engineer’s Office.

• A public records request is 

necessary to access it.

STARK COUNTY 
DITCH MAP



HOW IS HISTORICAL 
INFO USED?

• County Ditch Record transformed into GIS layer



WHAT IS AN EASEMENT?

• A legal relationship between a property owner and 
property user and can be different in every circumstance

• Easements vary and have different purposes (drainage, 
utilities, road, flowage)

• Consult an attorney to best understand a particular 
easement



PLATTED EASEMENTS

• An area that has been conveyed 
to the County for water runoff 
drainage, flood control, or access 
to a storm sewer

• Allows government to maintain 
improvements (but does not mean 
it is required)

• The ownership and routine 
maintenance of these easement 
areas rests with the property 
owner (“buyer beware”)



Storm Sewer (Drainage) Easements

• Existing storm drainage facilities 
CANNOT be closed, obstructed, 
or altered in a way which would 
reduce the capacity for conveying 
the storm water across or onto 
private property.

• Property owner liability (damage 
upstream or downstream)



OHIO DRAINAGE LAW EVOLUTION

• Surface water drainage was viewed from two doctrines: 
Common Enemy and Reasonable Use

• 1980, ORC 1521.17 – Ohio adopted the “reasonable use” 
doctrine

• A landowner may drain surface water from his/her 
property in a reasonable manner.

• When attempts to drain surface water seems to result in 
harm to another’s property, legal issues can arise.

• Courts and juries evaluate many factors that are used to 
determine if a landowner acted reasonably.



OHIO DRAINAGE LAW: A Landowner is…

• Entitled to the reasonable use of the water that flows across 
their land as long as the water is returned to its natural water 
course. 

• Generally required to accept the water that flows onto their 
property in a natural water course.

• Generally obligated to outlet a natural water course onto their 
downstream neighbor at the same point the water left the 
property prior to any development of the site. 



An example of off-road drainage concern:
• Southern, uphill neighbor built house (previously corn field)
• Northern, downhill neighbor experiences runoff (correlation vs causation)
• Northern neighbor ditched west to east (“previous landowner allowed”)… but on whose property?

Resources provided:
1. Contours Map
2. Conceptual Designs
3. Drainage Law
4. Neighbor-to-

neighbor conflicts



How Does the Drainage Program 
Help Residents?
• Available by phone or online access: www.StarkSWCD.org

• Arrange site visit 

• Provide resources, education, technical advice

• Record information

http://www.starkswcd.org/


Reporting a Drainage Concern

• ALL communications are entered in to a Drainage 
Concern / Complaint Form that can be accessed 
through our website: www.starkswcd.org

STEP 1: Click the 
Drainage tab to 

submit a concern!

http://www.starkswcd.org/


STEP 2: Locate and 
click the Drainage 
Concern button



STEP 3: Enter 
your address or 
parcel number

STEP 4: Once 
your information 

generates, 
confirm by 

clicking “File a 
Drainage 

Complaint”



STEP 5: Provide 
some additional 

information.

Answer 6 – 8 

short, general 

questions to the 

best of your 

ability & tell us 

briefly about your 

concern(s).



Step 6: Click 

“submit”. 

Within 48 hours, 

we will reach out 

to you.



What Happens After a Concern is 
Submitted? 
• Drainage Specialist receives email

• GIS pin auto generated



2019



2024



Who Is Calling Us?

4.25

5

5.75

9

9.5

9.75

12.5

23

25.5

26.5

27.25

31.25

31.25

32.25

41.5

57.75

98.75

138.75

141.75

143

174.25

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200

Osnaburg Township

Pike Township

Washington Township

Paris Township

Canal Fulton

Bethlehem Township

Sugarcreek Township

Lexington Township

Louisville

Canton City

Marlboro Township

North Canton

Canton Township

Massillon

Lawrence Township

Tuscarawas Township

Perry Township

Jackson Township

Plain Township

Nimishillen Township

Lake Township

Drainage Hours Per Community (2023)



What Does Stark SWCD Provide?

• Soil reports

• Final plats

• Contour maps

• Design concepts

• Handouts

• Drainage report

• EDUCATION
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WHAT CAN I DO AS A LANDOWNER?

• Do nothing.

• Fund the project and do the work.

• Work in conjunction with neighbors to fund the project.

• Consult a qualified attorney to present a case for 
resolution in a court of law.

• Ditch petition process (ORC 6131).



STARK COUNTY:
DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PETITION PROCESS

• ORC 6131 (with HB 340 updates)

• A mechanism for landowners to cooperate with the 
County Commissioners to address drainage 
improvements.

• Is the improvement necessary, more beneficial 
than costly, conducive to public well-being?



STARK COUNTY:
DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PETITION PROCESS

• Landowner(s) request petition form from Stark SWCD

• Landowner(s) consults with the Stark County 
Engineers before formal submission

• Landowner(s) file a petition with the County 
Commissioners and pay a $1500 bond to initiate a 
legal process



STARK COUNTY:
DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PETITION PROCESS

• In this process, the Commissioners hold hearings, 
County engineer’s office assesses the improvement and 
the Commissioners approve/deny a petition

• The cost of the improvements is placed on the property 
taxes of those who benefit from the improvement

• Landowners in a watershed pay for the construction 
and continued maintenance based on their 
proportion of benefit derived from the drainage 
improvement



Off-Road Drainage Program Takeaway 

• Ohio governs water rights via reasonable use doctrine 

• County wide off-road drainage program is available

• Concerns can be filed online at www.starkswcd.org

• Program provides resources, technical advice, & site visits (FREE)

• County has a drainage improvement petition process available to 
property owners

• Off-road drainage improvement is ultimately the responsibility of 
the property owner

http://www.starkswcd.org/


Q & A

Isabelle Bruder, Drainage Specialist

2650 Richville Dr. SE, Suite 100, Massillon OH 44646

Direct Line: 330-451-7643 Cell: 330-268-9099

igbruder@starkcountyohio.gov


